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HUMAN HEALTH - SAFE SHELLFISH HARVEST

CLASSIFICATION OF WATERS APPROVED FOR HARVEST

HOW SHELLFISH GROWING AREAS ARE CLASSIFIED

WHY CLEAN WATER MATTERS FOR SAFE SHELLFISH

GROWING AREA CLASSIFICATIONS
 

•
•

* Predictable pollution (marinas, sewage treatment
plants)

* Rainfall-based

•  
•
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HUMAN HEALTH - SAFE SHELLFISH HARVEST

PUBLIC HEALTH THREATS AND MANAGEMENT 

POLLUTION RISKS AND WHY THEY MATTER TO OYSTER GROWERS

sick. 

 

NATURALLY OCCURRING THREATS AND HOW THEY ARE 
MANAGED
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HUMAN HEALTH - SAFE SHELLFISH HARVEST

CHECKING IF YOUR OYSTER GARDEN IS IN A SAFE HARVEST AREA

•
•

EXAMPLES OF THE CLASSIFICATION TYPES YOU MAY ENCOUNTER

Open / Approved (blue)
The green area denotes an oyster lease. 

Restricted (dark red) Seasonally restricted (Lt.red)

Conditionally Approved 

VDH Conditional 
Harvest Area Website
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